A
[

|

{ricts as it shall be entitled to sand delegates,
-and letthe people in each district send one.
- man, . That.1s my plan. That-is the system

-, Lwill vote for. - That is the system,which is

. right. That is.the systew whigh, moro.per-
* fectly than-any other, will . give a direct
- '8traight;forward representation of the people.
1 do not, as a representative.of one of the
. 8maller :counties,. fear :the - representative.. of.
* Baltimors city. ' The danger we-have to fear,
. -and I am perfectly frank about it, the danger
~ . all the smaller counties have'to fear; is not
‘in:the number of representatives Baltimore is
-entitled to send here, but the fact that by the

-, canstitution of the.émm,;hex are organized.
into & great political umit.,. , & .- o
-, Let a county have 10,000 votes.  Then
5001 can send here.ten delegates, and the rest.
of the county 'is disfranchised, and.has no
~voice. | Suppose Bpltimore city, has'.30,000
‘votes; | then 15,001 .can:.send. the ‘whole.

. twenty-one delegates-here, and.the rest are

- -disfranchised. ‘In.my own county, it operates

" .in thelsams way: | There, is.a part of my

- “county—it is all. wrong, and .I;want it cor-

mcdevhich has not been: properly repre-.

- sented, which has not been represented at all

~in these halls for ten years, and never can be

if electjons are held upon general ticket;. for.

the remainder of the county will control and:

- send all;the representatives. ., ; ..’ ‘
. ;. But arrange it otherwise;

13 .district the city.
of Baltimore, and' give her twenty-five-dele-
~ ‘gates if-you.choose ;. district -the'counties,
- - .and give Prince George's three; .and let each

Lo district vote for one man, and.that:brings us

_-'upon an equality.. It makes.a white man of
Prince George's, and a white man. of. Balti-
~more city equal'to one another;; because you
vote for one man as._your delegste, and you
~become the constituent of one man only; and

- election, more than one man. :, ;... - ...
.+ .The greatadvantage is thut,{t brings the_
- people into an immediate, direct, and.I might
- almost say, neighborhood representation, . It
i 8o inall the counties, ., What. I .hive said
- Wwith regard to. my own county .applies. to
every county in the State. I am for,dividing
. -up the city and the ‘counties, so, that every
- 8ection ef every county shall have its voice

~ © :Jou cannot coutrol, under that -Bystem of
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‘tion .some 80 .or

_who. wére
-gontatiop, - ... . o C ot
... The chairman of this very committee (Mr.
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pertqiéx_ly be one. question ; here. which would

rige above themere trammels of’, party ; :that

in view of the fuct that it ought to be thede= .
sire of this, conyention to .frame such.a con- -

stitution us would be lasting in its.character,
owevér, you might deal with, the. ;
slavery—however .you: might - del" with the

cral government, lookipg:to. the general wel-

fare of theState, it would be the aim .of ,gen-

tlemen. coming, from . diffarent gections  of the:

?lugaiion of
-diaty-of .the. citizens ofthe State to the fed- -

State to, frame,a representative system which

‘would ke true and soundin principle—which

would not be.brought in here.as u more arbi-

been or.can be assigned, why it should be
adopted rather than any other system, which

‘would notbe: devoid of or wanting in prin-..
ciple, except that one . principle-that it starts

out in_ the first place ‘on.a wrong basis, -

namely, the basis of the white populationas = - -~

the sole representative basis, excluding from
any representation hcre, in this hall,:that
large population :in" the. State, 90,000, who'

hdve: been free. negroes for years and repre-.

seatéd, and excluding further from represnta-
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will be set free.. . .

_-I1t.i8 yery. plain why this system has been = -
adopted bere. It has been said upon . this - -
1 fioor; that the negro is a man, that he is born
‘with tha same rights—all'men being created
‘free and equal—the :same rights to - liberty, - -

and thsenjoyment of peace and property,
with ‘ady othéer man. The gentlemen an-

.nouncing this doctrine come in here, and not

trary rule for which no particulur reason has: - ’

0,000 more negroes who. . .

only exclude from representation those who'

‘Abbott) offered an additional article to the
bill of rights, .announcing
thiug, L. think, the true d

octrine, . that this
class of people are entitled to representation.

.are placed from a state of slavery into a state
of freedom, but deny representation to those -
free before and entitled to repre-

if it, means any- . .

I 50 construed it. .Yet when you come to par- ~ '

cel. oyt. the representation you: ignore this
‘principle whi

class, which. you bave carried from a state of

ﬁcb,you_.hm‘e aanounced, you de- ; o
part from, it,; and you not: only exclude.the . =

- here, whether or not the ~agree with.the . ma-
- . Jority of the people of the county.’; That is

... the system upon which 1,am degirous that we

© .. should radjust this question. .. . ... .*: ..y

...Mr. Cuangg. It occurs.to .me,that if we.

.- Ko through the gecond reading of this report,,
* -7 section. by section, and .adopt in-sections,, it
- -, Will.not.then be in order to ‘offer. a substitute,
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v tMr, Ctanks. . I have drawn upaaubstitute

: g¥pressing my: viewa of -the ,proper basis; of

- - repredentation./. I heartily. indotse ‘nearly.

- .averything said by my. colleague, who has

. Just. taken, his seat.. When- I came.to this:

- convention I had.supposed that there would.

slavery to freedom, but you exclude a;large : -
class;who. have been represented ‘herctofore. :

\* It is not,that suddenly, 8o soon as you re- . -

| move slavery, ‘these gentlemen become negros
baters. .- 1.do not believe. it is:based .upon

that principle at all.... But there are a certain "
class of persons in the. State, and.certain los
calities in the State,to which. their hatred ig
greater than |their lovefor the nezro.. The -
principle is. departed. from which they have '
upon every other. occagion announced, ;' And '
‘this was-to.do .what?; That those counties
which; have been ;slaveholding, and - where ' -
there; will be this.population may.be shorn.of . - .-
their representative rights ;- that those .who - =
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